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CLAIMS 



1. A pharmaceutical powder composition suitable for inhalation comprising 
microfine particles of medicament and at' least one lactose pellet having a 

5 diameter of from about 10 to about 1500 micrometers, which pellet comprises a 
plurality of microfine lactose particles. / 

2. A pharmaceutical powder compositio'n according to claim 1. wherein said at 
least one lactose pellet has a diameter of from atraut 150 to 1000 micrometers. 

P 3. A pharmaceutical powder composition according to claim 1 or claim 2. 

~. ^®re«n at 'east atx>ut 90% by weight of the microfine particles of lactose have a 

j^y diameter of less than about 15 micromet^. 

jl^ ^- ^ pharmaceutical powder compdsition according to any preceding claim. 

l3 wherein said at least one lactose pell^ is hard or sofL 
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5- A pharmaceutical powder composition according to claim 4, wherein the soft 
yj lactose pellet has a crushing weight off about 50 to about SOOmg as determined by 
E20 the crushing test described herein. 




6. A pharmaceutical powder aimposition according to claim 5, wherein the soft 
lactose pellet has a crushing weight ^isf about 60 to about lOOmg as determined by 
the crushing test described her4n. 




7. A pharmaceutical powdeir cohipositior^-a^ocdihg to any preceding claim, 
wherein the medicament is sel^ccUl from the group consisting of anti-allergies, 
bronchodilators. anti-lnflammatorysteroids and mixtures thereof. 

30 8. A pharmaceutical powder composition according to claim 7, wherein the 
medicament is ^aimeterol xinafoate. 

9. A pharmaceutical powder Composition according to claim 7. wherein the 
medicament is salbutamol sulphafte. 

35 
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10. A pharmaceutical powder composition According to claim 7. wherein the 
medicament is fluticasone propionate. // 

11. A pharmaceutical powder composition according to claim 7, wherein the 
5 medicament is beclomethasone dipropioqate or a physiologically acceptable 

solvate thereof. 
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12. A pharmaceutical composition according to any preceding claim, wherein the 
microfine particles of medicament form at least one medicament pellet. 

13. A process for preparing a pharmaceutical composition according to any 
preceding claim, comprising admixing microfine particles of medicament with at 
least one lactose pellet having a diameter of from about 10 to about 1500 
micrometers, which pellet comprises a plurality of microfine lactose particles. 

14. A process according to claim ISrvmerein the admixing comprises coating 
the lactose pellets with a liquid susp^siin Of solution of medicament. 



15. An inhalation device comprising a 
1 to 12. 




und according to any one of claims 
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16. A composition according to any one of claims 1 to 12, wherein the 
medicament is selected from the group consisting of anti-allergics, 
bronchodilators, antinnflammatory steroids and mixtures thereof, for use in the 
25 treatment of respiratory disorders. 



17. A method of treating respiratory disorders which comprises administration by 
inhalation of an effective amount of a pharmaceutical powder composition which 
comprises microfine particles of mecjicament selected from the group consisting 
30 of anti-allergics, bronchodilators, antZ-inflammatory steroids and mixtures thereof 
and at least one lactose pellet having a diameter of from about 10 to about 1600 
micrometers, which pellet comprises a plurality of microfine lactose particles. 




